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Headteacher’s
Welcome
Welcome to the summer 2016 edition of the Avalon Times.
It has been an incredibly action packed term, with a myriad of
events and activities to report on and share with you. We
hope that you will take pleasure in reading about some of
them in detail and enjoy browsing through the many
photographs too!
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Sports day was another memorable occasion this year, with
so many children enjoying representing their House team
and building up their house point tally. This year, for the first
time, we took records of fastest sprint times and distance
runs, so that in the future, the children will now have the
opportunity to become Avalon ‘record breakers’ in their own
right!
The Performing Arts continue to thrive at Avalon too, with the
charming infant production of ‘Eddie the penguin saves the
world’ and the magnificent junior production of ‘The Lion
King’. My whole hearted thanks to Mrs Keenan and the
dedication and commitment of the Avalon staff team for
producing these unforgettable experiences that we will all
cherish for years to come.
My thanks also go to all our governors, parents, families and
friends for your warm welcome and support throughout my
first year at Avalon. I hope you all enjoy a good break over
the summer and I look forward to seeing you all in
September!
Best wishes
Mrs J Callaway

Well done to all the children who performed so fantastically in our annual
sports day at the Bebington Oval. The children took part in long jump,
javelin, discus, sprints, relays and the high jump. Thank you very much to
all the school staff, especially Mrs Kililiku and Mrs Rigby, to all the parents
who marshalled the events and to the PTA whose generous funding made
the day possible. Mrs Kililiku and her team did a wonderful job of
masterminding the whole event; I’m sure you will agree it was an
overwhelming success.
The level of competition and sportsmanship amongst the children was a
real delight to see and, win or lose, the sight of the children clapping,
cheering and encouraging their classmates was one of the elements of
the day that, as a teacher and a parent, makes you very proud.

What a fantastic morning sport day was for Nursery. The children ran their races
with great enthusiasm. A big thanks you to all the parents that took part in the races
it was lovely to see such support.
Mrs Chinnaraja won the mums race. Mr Reynolds won the dads race.
Mr & Mrs Pugh won the paired race
whilst our Headteacher and Deputy of
Nursery came a disappointing last
place!

House News
St Andrew

4586

Total House Points for this year.

St David

Well done St Andrews!

4251
St Patrick

4096
Each child from Reception to Year 6 are
members of one of the four House Teams;
St. Patrick, St. George, St. Andrew and
St. David!
Each week, the children work hard to earn
house Points and merit badges for their
team.

St George

4003

On Tuesday 4th May, the Year 6 children and their teachers set off for Oaklands in North Wales
for their residential. They were told to pack light but I’m not convinced all of the children followed
that instruction considering the size of their bags as we left school. Nevertheless, an hour later
we were in North Wales, arriving at Oaklands which has been Wirral’s base for outdoor pursuits
for many years and the children were keen to get into their dorm rooms and start unpacking.
The first activity of the day was known as “The Dingle”. Following an issue of waterproof clothing
from the centre the children attached themselves, via a harness, to a rope suspended at shoulder
height, through the woods and given blindfolds to wear. They then had the task of making it to
the other end of the rope which would have been easier had the instructors and Mr Ashton not
taken the opportunity to slow their progress with buckets of cold water and, eventually, a hose
pipe!

There was some chill out time before dinner which was fish, chips and peas followed by salted
caramel profiteroles!. The evening activity was the favourite "chocolate" game where the
children had to dress up in waterproof clothing and use a spoon and knife to eat as much
chocolate as they liked - a lot more difficult than it sounded. We finished with "Blind Pirate"
where the children, blindfolded, brandished a rolled up newspaper to protect their "treasure".

What an amazing day! The children were treated to a visit to the Rhiwbach slate mine where they
spent the entire day. Given waterproofs, harnesses, helmets and head torches, the children set
off into the mines. Whilst in there, our fabulous instructors talked to the children all about how the
mine was created and how it developed over the years. Inside, we had a boat ride, a zip line and
even climbed a waterfall up a mine shaft. It was a very memorable day and, when you include the
3 mile hike there and back, an exhausting one!

On the final day, we went canoeing and gorge walking. We canoed over the lake to the
gorge where some children had a go on the zip line and some children abseiled down a
waterfall and explored a candlelit flooded cave.
It was a very memorable trip and the children were impeccably behaved throughout.
They were an absolute credit to the school.

By Mr. Ashton

In June, the Year 4 children went to Delamere Forest near Frodsham for their overnight
residential with Mr Ashton, Mrs Ellsmoor and Miss Fletcher. It was a very exciting trip for them,
judging by the noise on the coach on the way there. On arrival, they unpacked their bags and Mr
Ashton took them on a long walk through the forest, along the Gruffalo trail. After they had
stopped for lunch, they had a competition to build a tower out of sticks which excited all the
budding engineers. When they returned, they realised that they had covered over 5 miles through
the forest!
After dinner that evening, they went back into the forest and built their dens out sticks and ferns. It
was a beautifully warm evening and the children had great fun being out in the woods. That
evening they had a joke telling competition around the campfire and, after a long and exhausting
day, the final child eventually dropped off to sleep at around 1am!
In the morning, after a full cooked breakfast, the children went back into the woods to try out the
Tyrolean traverse which was a rope bridge suspended over a gorge. It was terrifying for some of
the children but they all had a go on the ropes. After lunch we got the coach back to school for
our sailing lesson at Wirral Sailing centre. Some of the children went sailing, some kayaking and
some went windsurfing. An exhausting two days was rounded off with well earned portions of fish
and chips at Marigolds.
It was a fantastic trip and the children, as ever, were impeccably behaved and a real credit to the
school.

By Mr. Ashton

After an active overnight stay at the Conway Centre at Delamere Forest,
the children arrived with their suitcases at the West Kirby Marine Lake still with
bounds of energy and enthusiasm.
Kitted out with wetsuits and appropriate shoes they quickly choose their water
activity for the afternoon.
The sailors were soon in their boats and off across the lake while the windsurfers
were shown the basics on a land based training board. The winds were perfect; in
the light breeze could they sail off and return to where they started?

Meanwhile the Kayakers were paddling their way across
the lake. Most discovered that team work was the best
solution and paired up to go further.
A final plunge to end a very enjoyable 2 days of
activities!

By Mrs. Ellsmoor

A lovely afternoon was had by all the EYFS
children, parents and grandparents on their
Sponsored Walk along the Wirral Way.

Rosepetals have been using traditional
stories to act out roles, they are tasting
porridge from the story ‘The three bears’

By Mrs. Prandle

Pre-School children have been experiencing holidays on a campsite. They have worked together to make washrooms, kitchens. They have also been using twigs found on the campsite to
make small houses for fairies and superheroes, we have had some very creative houses. Well
done!

The children in Rosebuds room have
been using remote controlled cars to
learn about ICT.

By Mrs. Prandle

Children from Reception class up to Year 2 have had great fun this term learning
French during Mrs McGregor's lunch-time languages club. Mrs McGregor has
been really impressed at how quickly the children have taken to learning French.
The children have shown true dedication and commitment by turning up for
French club even when the sun was shining! The children have been learning
how to greet people in French, how to count, the names of the colours in French,
the names of the parts of the body in French, also learning all about French food
and sampling a selection of yummy French pastries. The "pain au chocolat" was
definitely a firm favourite with the children!
The children have also been busy learning the French version of "Heads and
shoulders, knees and toes!" They have almost managed to lift the roof off the
Reception classroom with their extremely enthusiastic singing!
Well done to all the children

By Mrs. McGregor

involved!

Anglo/Siberian Adventure Continues
Following on from our successful IMLD (International Mother Languages Day), the children of
Avalon received some letters from Tyumen in Siberia. Our five new Russian friends communicated
via Skype and we replied not only via copies on Skype but we also posted our letters. Here are two
examples of the communications we received.

One of our talented pupils even wrote back using the Cyrillic
alphabet, (see below) most impressive! With thanks to all of
the children who took the time to write letters, and the kind
parents who helped them.

The next International Mother
Language Day will be
celebrated on Tuesday 21st
February 2017, any suggestions
would be gratefully accepted,
with thanks !

By Mrs. Bartle

The children had a lovely morning performing a variety of plays and songs in both
French and Spanish! No mean feat. The morning started off with Year 4 marching in
reciting the Spanish alphabet. We enjoyed a play in French about the 3 bears and
Goldilocks running into Alice in Wonderland, Heads shoulders knees and toes in
French and Spanish, greetings songs in French and Spanish, a play about weather
forecasters and the British weather, a puppet show, careers advice in French, a café
scene and a play about a child forgetting to say, “Please”.

By Mrs. Brew

Year 5 have been very busy designing their own travel brochure in their
cross-curricular study of the Caribbean. Having studied the physical
geography of some of the islands, the lifestyle, especially that of the
Carib people, the effect of the Slave Trade on the islands, they started to
think about how to encourage tourists to visit the Caribbean. This has
produced some fabulous descriptive and persuasive writing as well as
useful research. The brochures are certainly eye-catching.

By Mrs. Kililiku

This year pupils have read a range of Roahl Dahl books in their reading groups and as part
of a whole class. We first identified the features of play scripts before performing ‘The
Witches’. We used some voice and character cards to practise different voices and putting
themselves into character. Then, we changed a known Roahl Dahl story to a play script.
Pupils enjoyed selecting a chapter from a chosen book and turning it into a play script. They
selected props and some costumes to help aid their performances. We came up with a list of
criteria for an effective performance and used this to focus us when practising our
performances. Year 4 have enjoyed working collaboratively to create their own play scripts!

By Miss. Fletcher

Year 6 pupils have taken digital
self-portrait photograph and outlined it with a
pencil. They had to remember to press hard before
transferring it onto a white piece of paper by
brushing it with a lollypop stick! This was
challenging! After seeing a light outline we went
over it with a pencil to highlight the features of the
face. We used a black marker to outline the picture
again, to make it stand out. Finally, we coloured it
in using bright dots to create a Roy Lichtenstein
effect! Their self-esteem was improved along with
their portrait drawing!

By Miss. Fletcher

Years 3 and 5 had a marvellous day at Chester zoo on Tuesday 28th June.
They were delighted to visit the dinosaur exhibition and especially when they
were squirted with water! Luckily this was about as wet as they got as the rain
held off for most of the day, despite a soggy forecast.
We saw as many animals as we could. We bravely walked through the bat
cave and felt their wings on our cheeks as they swooped by.
The lions showed us what real
carnivores they are by devouring a
chicken for their lunch!
We had a very relaxing boat ride
around the islands and pottered
through the butterfly house. It was
a thoroughly enjoyable day out for
all involved.

By Mrs. Brew

By Mrs. Brew

A team of Year 5 and 6 girls played in a fun Kwik Cricket
tournament at Upton Cricket Ground on Monday 20th June.
Despite never having played before the girls gave their best effort
and improved with each game, which resulted in them narrowly
losing their first two games against Riverside and Thornton Hough
and winning convincingly their last game against St. Peter’s
Primary. It was a lovely evening and the girls thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. The girls worked brilliantly as a team and every-one
played their part, including Madison Marsh bowling some players
out and Nicole Skeggs catching the last batter out!

This term Year 1 have enjoyed learning
about the Fire of London. They have been
discovering why the fire spread so quickly.
They were intrigued to know that Samuel
Pepys wrote about the fire with a feather
pen and in a secret code. They then
imaged that they had gone back in time
and experienced the fire then they wrote
their own description of what they saw,
heard and felt.

By Miss. Roper

Rocket Science Project.-out of the blue!!
We now know that the seeds in the blue packet were the ones sent to the
International Space Station for 6 months. Prior to this announcement Mrs
Ham and the children in KS2 guessed which were the space seeds, having
looked at our results. We thought the seeds from the blue packet had not
grown and survived as well and we wondered whether being in space may
have had a detrimental effect. However the results from schools all over
Britain now have to be evaluated to see whether our results are typical.

Please read the comments from the children and other
staff (including one of the cleaners), regarding their
personal involvement as young space scientists in this
once in a blue moon opportunity
By Mrs. Ham

“I can’t wait to know the answer!” “What an amazing opportunity!”
“Gardening is actually fun!”
“I was excited to be part of a real life experiment that we don’t know the
answer to!”
“It was mysterious!”
“This was a rare once in a life time chance!”
“I was proud to be involved!” “I was curious!”
“It was quite cool to plant a seed that has been into space!”
“It made me more interested in Science/Space!”
“It made me happy to take part in something that lots of other children
were doing!”
“I enjoyed looking at the results displayed on the poster as the experiment
progressed and guessing the outcome!”

Following on from the success of Aladdin in 2015, Mrs Keenan and the choir opted to
stage Disney’s “The Lion King” this summer. Rehearsals began in earnest in early 2016
and many after school meetings and frantic Saturday mornings culminated in three sold
out performances late in June. From the moment the children stepped onto the stage,
we knew we were in for a treat. There are not too many primary schools across the
country equipped with stage lighting and it was certainly used to good effect in this
production. The standard of singing from the children, matched by the quality of their
acting, was mesmerising. A wonderful performance of “Circle of Life” opened the
production and highlights such as “Be Prepared”, “Shadowlands” and, of course the
wonderful Hakuna Matata. The casting was, in the words of many parents, superb and
the children shone in their roles, be that as a lion, a warthog or as a member of the
ensemble. It takes immense courage to stand up in front of your family, friends and
peers to perform like this and we are always left in awe at the children’s capabilities.
Of course, performances like this do not simply just happen. They are the result of not
only dedication and effort, but from talent and expertise from both staff and performers.
From the talented ladies who applied the children’s make up, the back stage staff,
ensuring that the children were always in the right place at the right time, the catering
team and the ladies in the office who coordinated the tickets and programmes. Not forgetting, of course, Mrs Keenan whose patience, dedication and encouragement ensured
that our children have a wonderful lasting memory of performing arts at Avalon school.
Hakuna Matata!

