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Are you a working parent? 
Is your child 3 or 4 years old? 
You could be eligible for 30 hours free childcare. 
 
What is 30 hours free childcare? 

 
All 3 and 4 year olds are entitled to receive 15 hours per week of Free Early Years 
Childcare from the term after they turn 3, during term time (ie 36 weeks at Avalon School 
across the academic year). This is known as universal funding.   
 
If your child attends for the 15 hours free entitlement only, you will not be charged any 
fees. However, Avalon School will apply a charge for lunches or snacks and any additional 
activities such as trips etc.   
 
If your child attends more than the 15 hours per week you will be charged for the additional 
hours attended. 
 
Children from working families may be entitled to an additional 15 hours per week, this is 
known as extended funding (also referred to as 30 hours). 
 
You can split your entitlement between a maximum of two providers. You can claim 15 
hours over at least two days per week for a maximum of 10 hours in one day. 
 

Claiming your child’s place 
 
In order to access the 30 hours free childcare you child must be: 
 

• over 3 years old  

• Under compulsory school age (ie less than 5 years old) 
 
Parents must be working, the broad criteria are: 
 

• Both parents must be working or the sole parent in a lone parent family must be 
working 

• Each parent must earn on average a weekly minimum equivalent of 16 hours at 
National Living Wage 

• Each parent must earn less than £100,00 per year 
 
If you wish to claim for the Universal 15 hours Avalon School will apply on your behalf, you 
simply need to complete a short form provided by Avalon School and is attached in 
Appendix A of this leaflet. 
 
If you wish to apply for the Extended 15 hours funding you need to apply online on the 
Government website Childcare Choices -https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/  
 
If you are splitting your funding between Avalon School and another provider you will need 
to complete a separate form with each provider. 
 

 
 

https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/


When you can claim  
 
Children become eligible from the term after their 3rd birthday. 
 

If your child’s birthdays falls 
between 

They become eligible from 

1st January to 31st March 1st April following child’s birthday (summer term)  

1st April to 31st August 1st September following child’s birthday (autumn Term) 

1st September to 31st December 1st January following child’s birthday (spring term) 

 
The entitlement will last until the term your child is of compulsory school age (ie 5 years 
old). 
 
More information on how the funding works can be found in the Government publication 
“Early Education and Childcare – Operational Guidance - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/30-hours-free-childcare-la-and-early-years-
provider-guide  
 

Extended funding (30 Hours) 
 
Extended funding is an extra 15 hours per week (for 36 weeks per academic year at 
Avalon School) of free Early Years Childcare offered to the children of working parents or 
families entering work who meet a government set criteria. 
 
The additional extended 15 hours will be available to families where: 
 

• both parents are working or the sole parent is working in a lone parent family 
• each parent has a weekly minimum income equivalent to 16 hours at national 

minimum wage or living wage 
• neither parent has an income of more than £100,000 per year 

 
Your child can start to received their funded childcare the term after they turn 3 years old 
and have received a valid 30 hours code, whichever is later.  
 
Term start dates are  

• 1st September (autumn term) 

• 1st January (spring term) 

• 1st April (summer term) 
 
Applications for an extended funding code can be made 12 weeks before the child’s 3rd 
birthday. 
 
All applications are processed and managed by HMRC, you will need to re-confirm your 
details every 3 months to be able to continue to access your 30 hours of childcare. HMRC 
will advise you of the date you need to reconfirm by.  As a parent it is your 
responsibility to reconfirm your eligibility. 
 
Any issues with 30 hour applications should be directed to Childcare Choices 0300 123 
4097 or visit the Childcare Choices website for more information 
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/ 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/30-hours-free-childcare-la-and-early-years-provider-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/30-hours-free-childcare-la-and-early-years-provider-guide
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/


Before Avalon School can offer your child 30 funded hours parents will need to provide: 

• Eligibility code 

• National Insurance Number 

• Child’s date of birth 

• Child’s birth certificate or passport 

• Completed Parent Declaration Form so that Avalon School at validate your code – 
see Appendix B. 

 
 

Change of circumstances 
 
You will be reminded by HMRC to reconfirm eligibility every 3 months.  As a parent this is 
your responsibility.  If eligibility is not reconfirmed or you are no longer eligible, your 
entitlement will continue for a short period of time (known as the grace period). 
 
The grace period is defined by when you fall out of eligibility: 
 

Date parent receives ineligible decision on 
reconfirmation 

Wirral Borough Council 
audit date 

Grace period end 
date 

1st January to 10th February 11th February 31st March 

11th February to 31st March 1st April 31st August 

1st April to 26th May 27th May 31st August 

27th May to 31st August 1 September 31St December 

1st September to 21st October 22nd October 31st December 

22nd October to 31st December 1 January 31st March 

 
Should you fall out eligibility for 30 hours funding you will still receive the universal 15 
hours.  However any sessions provided over and above the 15 universal hours will be 
charged for in the usual way. 
 
Privacy notice 

• information will be processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 
• eligibility will be checked by with appropriate government departments (HMRC, 

DWP and Home Office) 
• any entitlement or change in entitlement status will be shared by the local authority 

with the school or setting the child attends 
 

Find out more 
For further information about the increase in funding entitlement visit Wirral Borough 
Council’s website. https://www.wirral.gov.uk/early-years-and-childcare/free-childcare-
three-and-four-year-olds/extension-early-years-funding-30  
 
For more information email Wirral’s Early Childhood services at fis@wirral.gov.uk. 
 
Tax-Free Childcare 
To find out about the new Tax-Free Childcare scheme visit the HMRC website.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tax-free-childcare-10-things-parents-should-know  
 
Childcare Choices 
If you are having difficulty with the Childcare Choices website 
(https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/) you can call the helpline on 0300 123 4097. 

 

https://www.wirral.gov.uk/early-years-and-childcare/free-childcare-three-and-four-year-olds/extension-early-years-funding-30
https://www.wirral.gov.uk/early-years-and-childcare/free-childcare-three-and-four-year-olds/extension-early-years-funding-30
mailto:fis@wirral.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tax-free-childcare-10-things-parents-should-know
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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APPENDIX B 

 

 

Early Years 30 Hour Funding 

Eligibility Form 

 
To be completed by the child’s parent/carer.  Please use BLOCK CAPITALS. 

 

Parent/Carer’s Name: 
 

Address: 

 

Postcode: 
 

Telephone Number: 
 

Email Address: 
 

National Insurance Number: 
 

  

Child’s Full Legal Name: 
 

Child’s Date of Birth: 
 

  

Eligibility code: 
 

  
I understand that the information I have provided will be shared with Wirral Borough Council.  This information 

will be used to check with appropriate government departments (HMRC, DWP and Home Office) as allowed 

by law to confirm eligibility for 30 hours funded childcare.  I accept that Avalon School will use this information 

when applying for funding from Wirral Borough Council for the child named above.  I confirm that all 

information provide is true and accurate.  

  

Signed by parent/carer: 
 

Name: 
 

Date: 
 

  
Information provided will be kept by Avalon School for seven years for auditing purposes. 

 


